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The American Government
Part II
The selected question in part II is question 2, which deals with Federalism in the United States of America. The main characteristic of the federal government is that the power is shared between the central governments and other regional governments within a single political system. The goal of Federalism is to preserve liberty by separating the powers of the government so that one government may not dominate all powers. The founders of Federalism believed that divided power was limited and applied this theory to develop a constitution.
Question A: Discuss the Federalist papers and their importance on the development of our governmental structure.
As cited by Bryan (2018), the Federalist Papers is a collection of eighty-five articles and explanations which aimed at ratifying the constitution through educating the public on the need for the constitution and what should be contained in it. The authors of the eighty-five-page document were James Madison, Hamilton, and Jay. The Federalist Papers were written in 1787, a time when the United States of America had not stabilized politically and thus needed a set of rules to determine how the nation was to be governed. In the Federalist Papers, there was a significant focus on finding a new constitution that every American citizen would enjoy having (Bryan, 2018). This happened because the states were falling apart and therefore demanded a unifying factor to ensure that all the nations worked together. However, at the time, the states were in the verge of seeking superiority. To end this conflict of power, the scholars invested in the new idea of Federalist papers, which created a central government to unite all states. According to Adams (2018), the central government would lead to more prosperity, more hardened military forces, and establish better relations with other countries. This was the origin of Federalism in the United States of America.    
Question B: Identify and describe the Constitutional protections for our federal model
  The federal system of governments needs effective coordination and operation between the central and the state governments. The American constitution offers protection to the federal model and thus ensuring no confusion in the execution of duties between the central government and state government. Separation of power between the state governments and national government is the most common strategy of protecting Federalism. Separation of power is a doctrine in which the branches of government that is the executive, legislative, and judicial are kept separate. In the United States of America, each state has its judicial system, which rules over the residents of each particular state. Additionally, the national governments have effective judicial systems that do not override the state courts but intervene only when there is a need to do so (Purcell, 2017). The powers of each court are stated in the constitution and thus this makes the federal model successful. On the legislative matter, each state has the power to make laws independent from those of the national government. However, the rules must abide by constitutional requirement, and this helps in ensuring peaceful operation among the two levels of government (Purcell, 2017). Constitutionally, the national government has more powers than the state governments, and the states must respect that.
Furthermore, the states and federal governments possess exclusive and concurrent powers which help to describe the negotiations over the balance of powers between them. This ensures no government intervenes in matters that do not directly reflect its capabilities. More importantly, the constitution states that the federal government can encourage the adoption of policies at the state –level via support of federal programs. In Article IV of the U.S. constitution, there are clear laws that show the responsibility of states to each other and the responsibilities of the federal government towards the states. In section 1 of Article IV, the states are required to operate in full faith and credit to the public act and other judicial matters of every other state (Siegan, 2018). Therefore, the states honor the decisions of each other states, and this keeps all the states united since the chances of chaos are minimal and thus protecting the U.S. federal model. More significantly, section 2 of Article IV states that citizens of each state are eligible to enjoy all the privileges and protections of citizens in other states. For these reasons, no state can treat newcomers worse than its citizens, and this ensures all the American citizens are protected by the laws and thus acting as a unifying factor for the federal model (Siegan, 2018). For instance, if the Supreme Court realizes that an individual state treats newcomers differently, it will rule out that the state is acting unconstitutionally.
Question C: Review the four types of Federalism from the week 3 presentation and reading and provide a specific example of each model at play.
The four types of Federalism include; dual Federalism, which is the idea of union and states share power, but the Federal government has more powers that each state. For example, in the U.S., dual Federalism is practiced since there are only one federal government, and fifty states that respect the central leadership (Robertson, 2017). Secondly, there is cooperative Federalism, where the federal government shares power equally with the state governments. This is a theoretical federal system that seems to limit the federal governments by exposing it to equal powers as those of the states. For example, if the U.S. had cooperative Federalism, the federal government would be a toothless dog since, after making any legislation, the state governments can change it when they feel it does not favor them. Thirdly, there is fiscal Federalism in which the Congress is more powerful since it is responsible for the treasury. This implies that Congress can limit the budget of other political systems, especially when their expenditure is in doubt. For example, in 1964, President Johnson had the gradient the ability to exercise unity and decide whether the U.S. will support freedom is the support of Southern Asia or not (Adams, 2018). This type of Federalism happens once in a long time. Lastly, there is creative Federalism, in which the federal government determines the needs of states and offers essential services to them. This implies that the federal government will work directly for the states and cater to their needs. For example, if the federal government decided to take over control of many essential services that are supposed to be offered by the state governments, then it will by exercising the creative Federalism.      
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